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Mrs. Lilian To born and raised in Hong Kong. She w as married with two sons.

Mrs. To was educated at the Ying Wah Girls’ School and graduated from the
University of Hong Kong with a B.A. (Hon.) degree in Psychology in 1967, and a
Post-graduate Diploma in Social Work in 1968. She obtained a Masters degree in
Social Policies, Planning and Community Development from the University of
Bntish Columbia in 1979.

In addition, she attended numerous continuing education courses in community
work training, mental health, social administration, research and evaluation, quality
assurance, validation, communication etc. at universities and colleges in Hong Kong
and B.C.

Mrs. To began her social work career with the Social Welfare Department of the
Hong Kong Government in August 1968. She held positions such as Professional
Assistant to the Head of the Group and Community Work Division,
Officer-in-Charge of a Youth Centre and Warden (Director) of a Community Centre
until December 1973 when she prepared for immigration to Canada.

The first job that Mrs. To held in Canada was a psychiatric social worker at the UB.C.
Health Sciences Psychiatric Hospital in 1974. She then became one of the first
group of staff members of SUC.CESS. as a community worker and research
coordinator from August 1974 to September 1976.

In the following period of time, she worked in the Langley Mental Health Centre for
9 years as a psychiatric residential care service coordinator / psycho-genatric
consultant, in the Shaughnessy Hospital for over one year and bdefly in the
Vancouver School Board, M.O.S.A.I.C. and the Pearson Hospital.

She returned to S.U.C.CESS. in May 1988 to take up the position of Executive
Director and then later as Chief Executive Officer. Mrs. To served tirelessly and
selflessly in that capacity for 17 years until her unexpected death on July 2, 2005.

In recognition of her work, Mrs. To was the recipient of the 1991 Courvoisier
Leadership Award and the Vancouver Multicultural Society’s Distinguished Service
Award in the area of Public Service for 1991. She was awarded the Canadian 125%
Anniversary Confederation Medal in 1992 for her contribution to the community and
the nation and she also received the Community Service Award from the Congress
of Black Women in October of the same year.

She was named by Vancouver Sun as one of the 25 most influential people in B.C. in
1998. Mrs. To also received the 1999 YWCA Women of Distinction Awards in the
category of Management, The Professions & Trades. In 2001, Mrs. To was awarded
the Citation for Citizenship by Citizenship and Immigration Canada. In 2002, She
was named by Vancouver Magazine as one of the fifty most influential people in B.C.



