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#sal We have a dream...

On a fine summer day, several alumnae and |
had afternoon tea in a cafe at Queensway
with Ruth, our new Principal. It's an informal
meeting. We chatted, we laughed and started
to weave a dream - to strengthen and
maintain the link among all alumnae. It's a
dream with goals and plans.

First of all, the reconstruction of the
alumnae database is our top priority project.
With the kind assistance of Ms. Wisy Wong,
an undergraduate alumna, we've taken the
first step. The database programming was
completed in September and the update of
members’ personal info is in progress. It has
been an uphill task, but with persistent
perseverance and the full cooperation of
alumnae, we can do it! We firmly believe
that a sound database is crucial to maintain
prevailing liaison among alumnae.

Secondly, we hope to recruit the "lost sheep”
to our alumnae network. Due to various
kinds of reasons, we've lost contact with
some members. Here may | raise an appeal
to you all. Join our campaign. Please
contact your former schoolmates or anyone
you know, say your colleague who's a Ying
Wa past student. Invite them to send back
their personal info to school. Update form

can be downloaded from our website at
http://go.to/ywgsaa

"Though apart, alumnae always have Ying
Wa in our heart." No matter which decade
we left Ying Wa, we are always eager to
learn about the latest development in
school, news of teachers and the
performance of current students.
Newsletter is a key channel of
communication. We plan to despatch
regular issues to all alumnae. Besides
sending print copies to members in our
mailing list, we now also offer an on-line
version in our website. Morever, you are
much welcome to communicate with us
through email (alumnae@ywgs.edu.hk) or
post a message in our alumnae electronic
bulletin board.

The Homecoming Day organized last year
was a success. It seems to indicate that
alumnae love to take part in activities with
their families and similar functions would
be welcomed by all generations of alumnae.
The recent activity "Autumn Rendezvous"
held on 24 Nov 2001 was another try which
received very encouraging response. The
future direction will be along the same line.
There's suggestion of organizing joint
functions with the Student Association too!

E-mail: alumnae@ywgs.edu.hk

Apart from the retired alumnae and
homemakers, most alumnae are having a
career in society. We hope to cultivate a kind
of mentorship system in Ying Wa. Junior
alumnae in school or undergraduate alumnae
can learn from the invaluable experience of
"the seniors". So, don't be alarmed if you
receive an invitation from school or from
alumnae association to give a talk in a morning
assembly or share your professional expertise
in a special occasion. Just say YES PLEASE!

As | mentioned at the beginning, every one
of you is a valuable member of the Ying
Wa Family. We want to foster a closer link
among all, including the Affiliated Overseas
Alumnae Associations. An executive
committee member is very keen to take up
the challenge. She is our PR manager or
ambassador - Ms. Gigi Chen.

With the collaboration of the school, we hope
to cultivate a sense of belonging among our
junior alumnae in school through means of
orientation, joint venture, mentorship scheme
and alumnae newsletter.

Let's dream and make our dreams come true!

Lai Yuk-fai
Chairlady of YWGSAA
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Our Vice-principals

Mrs. Yip Wong Yee On (

Mrs. Yip has been our Vice-principal for
ten years. In her long service in Ying Wa,
she is always devoted and hardworking.
She likes the harmonious working
environment in Ying Wa, as the
colleagues are cooperative, enthusiastic
and helpful. She has been actively
involved in the teaching of Religious
Education, Biology and Human Biology
as well as in school administrative work.
In her teaching experience, she finds the
students pleasant and eager to learn.

Recently, Mrs. Yip has initiated a five-
year programme to enhance the
development of good reading habits in
our students. It is hoped that extensive

reading can broaden the horizon of our
students, develop their self-learning skills
and enhance their language proficiency.
Teachers and parents will also play an
advisory role in this programme by
recommending good books to our
students and encouraging them to read.

While Mrs. Yip considers that our
students are diligent and keen learners,
she points out that they need to be
more assertive and express their own
views more explicitly. In this aspect,
the school should devote more effort
and resources to promoting the self-
confidence of our students.

By Wendy Leung

Mr. Kwan Hon Cheung (

"l am not serving any system, nor anybody, but God and the
students," said Mr. Kwan. Mr. Kwan started serving our school in
1989 and he has taken on the role of School Vice-principal since
last year. There was no special reason for choosing Ying Wa except
for God's will.

Being the Vice-principal, Mr. Kwan has to care about nearly all
kinds of matters in school. He said that
he learned a lot from Mrs. Chau last
year and he is expecting a good
partnership with Mrs. Lee, the Principal
and Mrs. Yip, the other Vice-principal.
He now has many chances to work in
different departments and
committees. "The key task is to serve
as a channel between the school,
teachers and students. It is also equally
important to look ahead for the
benefit of the school,” he said.

Getting involved in various aspects,

this new role has put some pressure on him. However, Mr. Kwan
understands that it is impossible to be perfect, and he believes that
he can improve by learning from both failures and successes. "To
learn and work at the same time," he said. For him, the adaptation
period is almost over.

Mr. Kwan feels happy and meaningful to work in this new capacity. He
is prepared to face the challenges ahead. "For every school, there is
room for improvement,” he said. In terms of the environment, he hopes
Ying Wa's facilities could be further improved and the campus could be
more spacious for students to enjoy. In terms of school culture, he thinks
that Ying Wa girls are sincere, responsible and diligent. Nevertheless, he
mentions that students still have great potential to be trained, to master
leadership skills as well as to broaden their
horizons. He also thinks that Ying Wa girls
should strive to learn outside classrooms
in order to excel.

"Wisdom, courage and patience are
essential qualities of a good Vice-
principal. To have a clear vision is also
vital when facing challenges,” he said.
What Mr. Kwan wants to achieve most
is to care for his students, to
understand their needs and to fully
develop their potentials.

Ying Wa is a special place, not only that the students have a strong
sense of belonging, but also the teachers. By treating Ying Wa as
his home, Mr. Kwan said that he could work hard and leave late
while still feeling comfortable.

By Cecilia Fung



Ll We are still a family though far away from home

Every year for the past thirteen years
a group of Ying Wa volunteers in
Toronto - staff & alumnae toil to
arrange for the annual dinner. This
requires much planning to pick a
convenient & good venue & to
determine the scrumptious dishes. A
"Mistress of Ceremony" needs to be
chosen to ensure ample
entertainment amidst the routine
agenda. Table prizes & lucky draw gifts
have to be bought & wrapped. Finally
the most tedious job is the seating
plan. One juggles with the number of
attendants from each graduating year
(from 1921 to 1991) & tries to come
up with 10 compatible persons per
table. At times, a class of 14 persons
prefers to eat less than to be
separated. The balancing act is not an
easy task.

This dinner had been the annual
reunion of alumnae, some of their
spouses & former teachers - Miss W.F.
Chan, Miss Y.L. Kwan, Miss Lily Chow,
Miss Josephine Yu, Miss Peggy Leung,
Mrs. T.Y. Ho, Miss Jennie Chan, Miss
P.W. Yau, Mrs. Y.C. Hung, Miss F.Y.
Tong, & Miss Alice Tong. Some came
from other cities in Ontario. Some
came from the United States. A
majority came to get away
temporarily from their families to
reminisce "the good old days.” Others
came to meet their newly immigrated
classmates & to update the
whereabouts of those who are still in
Hong Kong or elsewhere in the world.
Each class representative took the
trouble of contacting her classmates
to determine how many were coming.
The e-mail addresses in recent years
are a big help!

Miss Y.L. Kwan, Miss Lily Chow & more
recently Miss P.W. Yau have been our
advisors. Without their guidance the
annual event would never have taken
off. Every year more than one hundred
alumnae came to renew their
comradeship & to rehearse the school
song after dinner. Mrs. Katherine Chau,
the former principal's frequent
presence further brought us news &
kept us connected with our Alma
Mater. We are still a family though far
away from home!

Ellie Ho (San Yee Tai) 1959
Toronto Dec 2001

Wedding News

Editorial Board

A Vote of Thanks

The Editorial Board would like to thank the school IT assistants,
Mr. Yung Wai Keung, Mr. Chow Lai Chim and Mr. Lai Tat Lun
who have helped in the production of the newsletter.




