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Have you read any good books recently? [ ]
Which book(s) you would highly recommend? [ ] D
Can you provide the book info?
Would you like to share your reading experience? []

( )

Well, you are QUALIFIED to participate in the “Reading To Learn” Project.

It is a campaign now being run in school to encourage the Ying Wa community to
find enjoyment in reading and to acquire the reading habit. Not only students,
teaching and non-teaching staff are now actively participating in this scheme!

How can alumnae join in the fun?

= Donate a book suitable for secondary school students. You can bring it along
to the Founder's day Gathering on 28th March 2003.

« Mail your list of recommendations with book info (book title, author, publisher,
year of publication and brief notes about the book etc.) to our email box
(ywgsaa@yahoo.com). We will compile a list which will be
posted in the school’s Reading Homepage for
students’ reference.

Meanwhile, the Alumnae Association is exploring the alumnae@ywgs.edu.hk

possibility of establishing a Discussion Forum to share
views on good books read with students in school.
Do you have any other good ideas? All kinds of

suggestions are welcome! YWGSAA _
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Ying Wa is a big family. The dedication of our founders,

{fﬁvw;’? AI I |n The Faml IV students create a bond for all of us privileged to have

N/ Z the Family is our attempt to capture this family spirit.

Mrs Ruth Lee with her daughter Sarah. It is interesting From left: Portia Lee Yim Wah (‘75), Hilary Chan Wei The Fok family: Thomas attended YW kindergarten and
to know that both of them were allocated to 1E. Sarah Heng (5A), Chan Man Mo ('74), Cheryl Chan Wei Shuen now lives in the U.S. Winifred (‘73) now works in the
left Ying Wa for further studies in the U.K. upon (3D). The picture was taken in 2002 when the whole Hong Kong Institute of Education, as Head of Office of
completion of S3 in July 2000 without prior knowledge family took a trip to Shaoguan ( ) for a social service Academic Development while Cecilia (‘71) is Senior Vice-
of God's calling of Mrs Lee to serve Ying Wa a year project in the local schools funded by Acuvue Active President of Merill Lynch, HK.

later. Mrs Lee remarked that God is perfect in His Life Award attained by Hilary.

timing.

(2B) (6S) Donna Mo, our editor (‘78) & her daughter Mr. Man Cheong Shing, Maths Department Head, and
NiKi Mok (1A) his daughter Man Wai Chung (‘98)
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untiring efforts of our teachers, and the loyalty of our alumnae and
come through her doors. Within this big family, there are many students
the Family is our attempt to capture this family spirit.

Twin sisters: Wan Wai Ming (‘99)(left) & Wan Wai Yin
(‘99)(right). Currently 2nd year undergraduate

(Statistics) of The University of Hong Kong.

Miss Man Sze Wan,
Alice (‘90) in her
wedding gown. She
and her sister Man Sze
Lai, Irene (‘96) are the
nieces of Mr. Man
Cheong Shing. Ms
Man is now teaching
in Ying Wa.

5 cousins attended Ying Wa: Maureen Man-Ling Chung
(front row, leftmost), Yee Ling Chung (front row,
between the two babies), Donna Siu-Dong Ng (front
row, second from the right), Man-Ling Chung (back
row, leftmost, baby) and Bik Ling Chung (back row,
behind Yee Ling Chung.)

() MissBarr( )

Ms. Kwan Yeuk Laan (‘37)
with her husband & four
daughters. Ms. Kwan was a
student, teacher, and vice-
principal at Ying Wa. She
now lives in Toronto, and
is the driving force of the
annual alumnae gathering
there. Her four daughters
are from left: Chan Man Kin
(‘65), Chan Wing Che (‘68),
Chan Man Yin (‘66) and
Chan Seung Yan (‘71).

Ms. Chung Kam Sun at Hop Yat Church
holding Deborah at her baptism.

Deborah, her father (kindergarten), and
three sisters all attended Ying Wa. Her
aunt, Ms Chung Kam Sun, was both
student and much beloved English
teacher at the school for many years.
Donna, Ms Chung's daughter, and many
cousins also attended Ying Wa. Deborah
is now Chair Professor at Buffalo Sate
University, USA. Her invention of smart
concrete (patented), which is concrete
that can sense its own deformation,
damage and temperature, is an
astounding breakthrough. She lectures
widely including a high-profile visit to
China in September 2002.

Back row from left: Mr. Leslie Chung
(YWGS kindergarten), Dr. Lan K. Wong
(husband of Deborah), Dr. Deborah
Duen Ling Chung (‘69).

Front row: Mrs. Rebecca Chung (wife
of Leslie), Ms. Maureen Chung (‘67).
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A Tale of Two Hearts:

Shanghai Boy Shanghai Girl by George Wang
and Betty Barr

Shanghai has always had its fair share of fame, glory and class. Right
now, it is the center of economic boom in China, boasting opportunities
that make Hong Kong envious. Betty Barr, born to a missionary family
in Shanghai, was a teacher for 13 years at Ying Wa until 1972. Her
quiet life took unexpected turns since leaving Ying Wa. In this book,
the struggle and triumph of George, her husband, as Shanghai Boy,
and her equally compelling story as Shanghai Girl, unfolds. Betty Barr
shares her reflection on this book with us below.

"What makes me happiest about this book is that George’s story of his
childhood in a poor, working class family in Shanghai has at last been
published. He wrote it more than ten years ago and we sent the
manuscript to a number of publishers but without success. We think it
is an important story for Western readers, in particular, because it
describes the depths and desperation of poverty which, as one of our
readers has written, are usually hidden from Western eyes.

Since the book is about our two parallel childhoods in Shanghai and it
ends in 1949, our later lives are mentioned only in Afterwords to explain
how we eventually got together. My thirteen happy years in Hong Kong
at Ying Wa are therefore mentioned only in passing but | hope that my
Ying Wa connections will not take that to mean that Ying Wa was not
important to me. It was —and still is. And | hope that
this book will help them to understand China
as it was in the 30s and 40s — and is today.

To find out how your former teacher found
romantic happiness at the age of 51 —
through correspondence between
Scotland and Shanghai — you will have
to read the book!"

Betty Barr

To order the book, please contact Shirley Cheng
at YWGS Office, Tel. 2546 3151

A Letter from Miss Thomas

I taught history at Ying Wa Girls’ School for four

years until I left in 1971. I retired this summer,
having taught in at least nine different schools
during my career spanning the UK, HK, and South
Africa.

I met my husband, John, in Hong Kong, where
he worked on the Plover Cove Water Scheme, and
we were married in London in 1972. He has been a
civil engineer and management consultant and his work
has taken him to many parts of the world, with the result that we have
lived in New Zealand, and in Lesotho in southern Africa. In New Zealand
of course we had the pleasure of being able to spend much time in the
company of Miss Margaret Moore and | also renewed my friendship
with Mrs Joyce Yao Ho — both being former Ying Wa teachers whom
readers might remember.

Other former Ying Wa colleagues with whom | am still in touch include
Miss Margaret Pilkington and Mrs Daphne Beale in UK, and Miss Betty
Barr who now lives in Shanghai. I still have the pleasure of hearing at
Christmas from Wong Mo Wah and Tang Ping Yee, alumnae of Ying Wa,
and John and I have tremendously appreciated the friendship of Yung
Wai Yee, our bridesmaid in 1972. John and | visited Hong Kong at
Christmas 1996 and one of the memories which | shall greatly cherish
was a lunch of Ying Wa alumnae.

One advantage of retirement is that one can set one’s own targets. One
of mine is to keep in touch with good friends made at Ying Wa and my
hope is that the school and its alumnae will continue to flourish as they
have done in the past.

Miss Thomas (Mrs Margaret Davies)

A Letter from Miss Moore

Miss Margaret Moore from New Zealand, our

Geography and History teacher, taught in
Ying Wa from 1964 to 1974. Her wavy short
hair, twinkling eyes, and the fast pace she
walked around the school are well
remembered.

Since leaving Ying Wa I've been doing lots of
different things! | came to Auckland with my
mother (my father died in Hong Kong at the end of

1969) and taught geography, social studies, etc for 13
years. After my mother suffered a bad stroke in 1985, | had to change
from full time to supply teaching. Then, after she died in 1992, | took
a five-month trip to visit friends and relations in Hong Kong and Britain
before returning to Auckland to teach English as a Second Language,
which | have been doing ever since.

I have fond memories of the Exploration Club which I started. 1 enjoyed
taking the group to more out-of-the-way parts of Hong Kong that they

would otherwise not visit. | remember one occasion when we walked
around the western end of Lantau Island, beyond Fan Lau fort, aiming
to catch the last ferry from Tai O (before the days of the road there).
The villagers coming the other way kept telling us we would miss the
ferry. | decided to run the last part, jumped onto the boat crossing the
stream and called to a policeman just as the ferry was about to leave.
He delayed the ferry a few minutes rather than face the prospect of
housing 20 or so young girls & a mad foreigner at the police station for
the night!!

It was fun to join in the 30th anniversary party of the 1972 graduation
classes in October 2002. Ruth Lee (the present principal and my former
student) also kindly showed me around Ying Wa. The new library and
computer facilities are most impressive. My best wishes to all my former
Ying Wa colleagues and students.

Miss Margaret Moore

Address: 3/53 Wheturangi Road, Greenlane, Auckland 1005, New Zealand



Life after retirement -

e soirit of 1 on Missionari .

When | retired at age 54 a few years ago, | finally sat down It never occurred to me why | joined Zigen until I read the
to think about what | wanted to do. “Ying Wa Girls’ School — The Blessed years 1900-2000”. As
a bona fide Ying Wa girl (from nursery school to form 7), |
had always looked upon the British teachers who lived in
the LMS quarters uphill as just foreign teachers. Little
was | aware of the challenges their predecessors
took to commit to their course in a foreign
land. Our teacher Betty Barr and
husband’'s book “Shanghai Boy
Shanghai Girl, Lives in parallel”
further illustrates the hardships faced
by the London Missionaries in the
early 1900's.

It did not take long for me to get my feet wet with Zigen
( ). A mission of this organization is to support village
girls in China to attend school. We select very
remote regions of China where women literacy
is less than 10% and far below that of
men because of poverty. Over the
years, the gender difference in school
enrollment narrowed, and we have
extended our assistance to boys who
are orphaned or are under extreme
hardship. We are now supporting over
3000 village students in 7 provinces.

I am no missionary, but | am thankful
for the spirit of the London Missionary that
guided me in my life after retirement.

Last summer, my feet got literally wet,
having fallen into rice paddies along muddy
paths and while hiking in torrential rain to one of the
remote villages. Many of those villages lie in ethnic minority
autonomous regions and we needed to communicate through
students who can speak Putonghua. Their religion and way
of life are quite foreign to me.

By Yeung Bik-Lam (‘64), a director of the board of The Zigen
Fund. To find out more about Zigen, please visit www.zigen.org
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