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"Life is not what one
lived, but what one remembers and how

one remembers it in order to recount it." Home on the

Gabriel Range
Garcia Marquez "Living to tell the Try to Remember
Tale"
Miss Thomas
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Read to Create

and Homecoming for Alumnae

** The Joy of Reading'
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Through sharing our experience of reading, and what W(?
learn from it, we hope to encourage others to read more. It
is unique to be able to use different media to express
ourselves.

Reading experience is enriched and expanded when we examine
what we get from it through different perspectives. 1 am
glad we have this chance to celebrate the school goal.
Definitely we put in long hours of rehearsal after school, but
it's worth it.

The Hall is so cold during the rehearsal days.
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e The unforgettable memory was definitely the damage of the
stage curtain during the rehearsal.
« 1 like the song '‘Bees' very much. It's beautifully sung. The
voices are mature and sonorous.
e The dance of is reminiscent of . It's wondertful
to see our little girls transformed into graceful dancers.
e 'The Joy of Reading' could introduce some good books that
would inspire teenagers, instead of just talking about reading.
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1 like the programme 'Enjoy Reading' because the content
and way of expression were very impressive.

1 am most impressed by the dialogue among the three students
on the attitude of reading. It's very realistic and the script
is well written.

What 1 like most was the junior choir streaming into the hall
with their singing.

The performances were up to the standard of each age

group. Well presented.

The performances evoked in me a love for reading and

literature, and my love of my alma mater.

1 am also curious to find out what are our students like

these days and the achievement of Ying Wa.
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Completion of
the New nnex
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The New Annex under the School
Improvement Programme (SIP) has been
completed and formally handed over to the
school. An opening ceremony was held on 7
October during which all students and
teachers assembled in the open playground
in the new annex. Mrs. Katherine Chau, the
former Principal, Chairpersons of Parent-
teacher Association, Alumnae Association,
Staff Club and Student Association, the
School Supervisor and Chaplain were invited
as guests to officiate at the ceremony. Mrs.
Katherine Chau gave an address to the
assembly. The scope of SIP included:
Relocations (a) School Library on G/F (b) Staff
Room and Staff Common Room on 5/F (c)
Multi-media Learning Centre on 4/F (d) New
Classroom and Interview Room on 3/F
Replacement (a) The two lifts in Robinson
Block and D Block Addition (a) Open ball court
(b) Covered playground (c) Lift in new annex
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“ You are an honest girl.”
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AKAW'AKU
Greetings from GHANA

In summer 2004, God granted me a chance

to travel to Ghana in West Africa and the

United Kingdom forabout .~ swsm.
amonth. Theexperiences | = ° g
are too rich to share in this
short piece of writing but
| would like to outline
some of the highlights for
you. | went to .
Ghana as one of the g,
two representatives §
from Hong Kong
Council of the Church
of Christ in China to &
attend the 24th General
Council of World Alliance of Reformed
Churches. Around 450 delegates from 90
countries and 163 churches attended the
conference with the theme "That All May
Have Life in Fullness” (John 10:10). In

MEET THE PRINCIPAL

2004

the various sessions, delegates discussed the theme at a
very global and macro level through the following 7 issues
which might undermine people's chance to enjoy life in
its fullness: 1. Healing, 2. Gender Justice, 3. Economic
Justice, 4. War and Peace, 5. Creation, 6. Honouring

T g '»E Diversity, 7. Inclusiveness and Participation.

. Towards the end, delegates were
encouraged to reflect on what they and
their churches could do to combat these
1 problems through renewal in the 3 areas:
“ 1. spirituality, 2. mission, 3. covenant.
+ Looking into the issues and concems raised
in the General Council, we may consider
ourselves fortunate to live in Hong Kong.
Comparatively speaking, we live in a stable,
fair and inclusive society. We face no war.
The problem of (AIDS) does not seem so
pervasive as in some continents. Without
serious external threats, does it mean that people in Hong
Kong can enjoy life in its fullness?l came to realize fullness
of life might not just mean perfect health, a comfortable
life style, full realization of our dreams or instant relief
through faith and prayers. In reality, there are barriers,
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Elaine was very popular among alumnae in
late 90's because of her outstanding
achievements in basketball. She is currently
the Captain of Hong Kong A-League
Basketball Team -"Kwan On". Elaine started
playing basketball in Primary Four and
joined the Ying Wa Basketball Team in
Secondary One. Since then, Elaine actively
represents Ying Wa and Hong Kong for
basketball competitions both locally and
overseas. She was consecutively awarded the
Most Valuable Player from 1994 to 1999 in
various basketball competitions. Yet, Elaine
humbly claimed that she could never win
this individual award without support and
cooperation from her teammates. She
believes that playing basketball sharpens her
interpersonal skills, enhances her endurance,
encourages her to strive for improvement
and increases her sense of belonging to YW.
Therefore, she encourages Ying Wa Juniors
to join any kind of
sports for personal
development. She also P
wishes that the school |

could invest more |
resources in sports and
recognize efforts of &
the students. "

Trista Lam ‘98

HK National Basketball Team
representative
(taken in Sendai, Japan)

chains and fetters inside us such
as misunderstanding, fear,
anger, jealousy, hatred,
prejudice that waste away so
much of our psychic energy that
we really cannot enjoy life in its
fullness. My trip to Ghana serves
as a good illustration. Though
| am quite a courageous person,
the fear of ill health and death
did haunt me before and
throughout my stay there. |
hesitated for quite a while before | brushed my teeth
with tap water, ate fresh fruit and vegetables and set
off on the dubious journey to the unexpected home-
stay which turned out to be extremely rewarding. It
was only when | reaffirmed my faith in God and lifted
all my fears and worries to Him that | felt free to enjoy
life there. | began to appreciate the paradoxes in our
lives. Richness in material provision and technological
advancement do not guarantee life in fullness. What
really matters is the liberation from those chains and
fetters in our heart.




50th Anniversary

Post Graduation
Reunion Y.W.G.S.

It was in the year 1979 that we celebrated
our 25th Anniversary post: graduation
reunion in Hong Kong. This was followed
by our 45th Celebration in Toronto
Canada. Praise the Lord! In 2004 we
celebrated our Golden Anniversary in
Canada and in U.S.A.

Our reunion consisted of a one-day tour to
McMichael Museum - the spiritual home of
the famous Canadian artist, Group of Seven,
a sumptuous lunch at the Doctor's House
and a celebration dinner at Grand Yatt
Restaurant in Richmond Hill where we were
greatly honoured by the presence of two of
our former teachers, Miss Chan Wan Fong
aged 99 and Mrs Chan Kwan Yeuk Laan,
aged 84. The highlight of our festivities is a
return cruise trip on board the Voyager of
the Seas - 138000 tonnage, Royal Caribbean
Cruise Line, from New York U.S.A. to New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, Canada.

Half a century! What a long period of time.
During our thanksgiving get-together on

board, we recalled those happy days we had
together. We laughed so hysterically, relating
the jokes and fun we had made on one
another, teasing one another. We shared our
life experiences and remembered with
heartfelt gratitude our school principal and
the teachers for their selfless dedication,
relentless and boundless Christian love. We
will always admire and appreciate their
insight in introducing the direct approach
teaching method and also giving us
opportunities to experience self governing
leadership through the student council. All
these were wrapped up in singing our school
song which we know by heart.

Into the future, we look forward to the
meaningful and beneficial contributions we
are making - helping our families, serving
the church and the society at large in Hong
Kong, China and other parts of the world.
May God bless Ying Wa and the Girls, past
and present!

1954 Class graduates

Right after
Ghana, | set
= off to the
't United
¥ Kingdom.
f | The experi-

p 10 i =l very different.
It was partly a family trip but largely a trip to ac-
complish a mission which seemed rather impos-
sible - the project "Recapturing the heritage of Ying
Wa". Interviewing Miss Jenkins, Dr. and Mrs. Pater-
son was not too difficult. However, trying to trace
the relatives or people who might know Miss
Silcocks was a real challenge. Anita Chui, an alumna
and a serving teacher in Ying Wa, helped locate
the website of Council for World Mission and the
archives of the former London Missionary Society.
With the assistance of my hushand and children,
the archival materials revealed a rich and precious

pool of resources with which the hearts of all Ying
Wa girls would glow. We also came to read the
manuscripts and the handwriting of our fore-
runners. History has become so real right in front
of our eyes.
The trip to Miss Silcocks' hometown was quite an
experience. We were able to trace her church, the
high school from which she graduated though its
name has been changed. We ended up in the cem-
etery but our attempt to trace her tomb came to
no avail. How we wished we could locate it and
pay our respects! With no descendants, Miss
Silcocks' tomb might be one among those poorly
maintained plots with names engraved too blurred
to recognize. In disappointment and frustration,
the nobility of servant-hood plucked the strings in
my heart. Once a missionary sets off on her journey,
her life is surrendered to God for the well-being of
the physical and eternal life of others. They might
not be known to others, but they are certainly
known unto God.

Ruth Lee
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