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The New Campus

Ever since Ying Wa launched its
redevelopment project about five
years ago, | had been watching the

construction works at Robinson Road

and Breezy Path from my home. Day after day |
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relaxed at such a breathtaking site. Apart from all
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Project promises ‘space for transformation; and it
has truly met its target in all aspects.
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Return to Ying Wa
Standing right next door to Ying Wa's
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beautiful new building is a small,
three-storied yellow house. | lived
there for 12 years in the 1960s and
1970s when | was teaching mainly
English and also Religious Education
and a little Music at the school. On
13 April, | attended the Prayer
Meeting and saw that the house is
still there! This made me think of the
importance of remembering history while embracing the
present and looking forward to the future.
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During the past 35 years, | have been living in Shanghai
with my Shanghainese husband, George Wang. Therefore,
I have had the privilege of visiting Hong Kong and, of
course, Ying Wa quite often. | am happy to see it going from
strength to strength with each new generation of staff and

students.
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Betty Barr
Teacher (1957-1972)
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15years ago ...

In summer 2004, when the school was preparing to produce a
DVD on Miss Silcocks (released in 2005), | visited the Archives
of the former London Missionary Society at the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London to
look for information. With my family members working as a
team, information regarding Miss Silcocks’ applications and
preparation for her mission to Hong Kong back in the 1920s was
successfully traced. Based on the information, we went to her
hometown in Trowbridge and visited the school and the church
she attended. Yet, it was a pity that her final resting place could
not be identified despite our arduous search of micro-film
records in the local City Council. Due to the time constraint, this
quest ended in suspense.

15 years later ...

In 2019, thanks to the endeavor of some young alumnae and
the advancement in internet search, Miss Silcocks’ resting place
was finally located in a
shrubbery in Somerset . All
in Ying Wa are much thrilled!

| would like to thank the
School for the invitation for
me to join the homage team
in honour of Miss Silcocks, a
beckoning too meaningful
to decline. While the United
Kingdom was not originally
on my travel itinerary this
summer, everything has
God’s good timing and
worked out very smoothly.

(2 I:éql:,l erected by-our school
under the tree of remembrance
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The Search for Miss Silcocks’ Resting Place

The questis now a real find

On 1 August 2019, a nice sunny summer afternoon, we arrived at
the peaceful garden of Haycombe Cemetery. With the direction
of the office staff, it did not take us too long to locate the tree in
memory of Miss Silcocks and her shrubbery. Every step towards
the sites was accompanied by mixed feelings tumbling inside
us. Finally, we were there!

The tree in memory of Miss Silcocks belongs to the family of
‘birch’ (in layman terms), which is said to have air-purifying
functions, a meaningful match for the work of such a devoted
missionary who embarked on her voyage of faith across the
oceans nearly 100 years ago.

Known unto God

15 years ago, while my family members and | were ploughing
through the cemetery in Trowbridge to no avail, unknowingly
mistaking it as the burial place of Miss Silcocks, | was struck by
a genuine but heart-wrenching remark of my daughter, Sarah
('00 S3), “As Miss Silcocks was single, her tomb might have
been neglected and perhaps fallen beyond repair with words
engraved unrecognizable”. Yet, immediately God comforted me
with the thought, “Even though she might not be known unto
men, she is definitely known unto God".

Now, with plaques and a tree dedicated in Miss Silcocks’ loving
memory, this heavenly inspiration still plucks my heartstrings. In
front of the shrubbery, with the blooming flowers and lush green
grass in sight, | couldn’t hold my tears witnessing the nurture
of the unidentifiable ashes. Nothing physical can confine the
eternity of Miss Silcocks’ ministry and God'’s kingdom.

Lee Shek Yuk Yu Ruth ('72)
Principal (2001-2015)
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YING WA GIRLS’ SCHOOL
120™ ANNIVERSARY

To celebrate our 120" anniversary in 2020, we would kick off a series of celebratory activities. The

theme, “A New Horizon", aptly reflects this exciting new phase in Ying Wa’s history ushered in by a

new campus with a modern architectural design and up-to-date facilities, that enables us to meet
the education demands of future generations of students. Do come join us to

* share the pride and joy of this milestone anniversary, and
* experience firsthand the stories of our amazing Redevelopment
Project through a guided tour by our own young students.

March 28
120"

Anniversary

March November

Publicdtion of Musical Publicdtion

of School

Campus " [
Op:;n ]%l;g c A Stargazer's

Redevelopment
Fanfasy"

Album

Thanksgiving

Service

Magazine

* The 120" Anniversary school souvenir sale will be launched in November 2019.

* A Redevelopment Album, "Space for Transformation", will be published
in March 2020. Discount would be offered to early-bird orders!

Please visit the school website (www.ywgs.edu.hk), email us

(anniversary@ywgs.edu.hk) or call Ms Cherry So of our School Office at
(852) 2546 3151 for enquiries.

We Look, forward to seeing you!
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WENT TO PARIS @ éituns

When we were in S4 and as members of the
Aerial Photography and Technology Team, we
participated in the “Social Innovation - Community
4.0 Competition”, which was held by the Hong Kong
Council of Social Service from September 2018 to

July 2019. We defeated 67 teams and won the first
prize as well as the Innovative Design Award. As
champions, we gained the opportunity to visit social
innovation startups in Paris from late July to early
August 2019.

WE Community

The Central & Western (C&W) District was used as the pilot site in
the competition. To address issues of a growing elderly population
and the existence of long and steep staircases in the C&W District,

we designed the prototype “WE Community”. “WE Community”

is a self-sufficient system consisting of “Walkapanel” and “E-steps”.
The “Walkapanel” is a moving footplate that brings the elderly up
and down the stairs. As for “E-steps”, they are tiles paved on the
stairs which transform kinetic energy to electrical energy as people
step on them. The electricity generated will be stored and used for
the operation of the “Walkapanel”. The combination of these two
innovative designs aims at utilising renewable energy, bringing
different generations of people together and building an inclusive
society.
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Social Innovation

The 7-day French Study Tour has broadened our horizons. By
visiting various companies, namely Lemon Tri, DynaForm and
Station F, we have realised that besides being the basis of science,
observation is very often the intuitive first step towards social
innovation. Moreover, innovation is not necessarily confined to
developing a new product. Combining and reorganising two or
more existing ideas into one new form is already a significant step
forward. We have come to the conclusion that the ultimate goal
of most innovations is to explore effective ways to serve the needs
of people. This core value of social innovation projects should be
preserved and treasured.

Tai Cheuk Wing (5B), Au Tsz Ching (5D), Lee Chau Yee (5D),
Liu Tsz Lok Dorcas (5D), Tse Yuen Shan (5D), Lam Hiu Yu (5E)



