Class of 1968’s Reunion in 2023
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Revisiting Ying Wa After 55 Years
Mak Wai Lim, Rosanna (1968)

This past November, we celebrated over half a century since our graduation. Dozens of alumni traveled from
around the world to Hong Kong for a series of reunion activities.

Homecoming

We began with a wonderful tour of Guizhou province, catching up over six days of sightseeing. Then it was
time to see our alma mater with fresh eyes. Principal Mr Francis Kwan and Vice Principal Ms Chow Siu Fung
(1982) graciously gave us a tour of the state-of-the-art new campus.



fL
f\‘ The sleek auditorium - a sight to behold

| was stunned by its grand scale and beauty. Gleaming facilities like the Katherine Chau Library and So Chau
Yim Ping Memorial Hall dazzled us. There were multiple basketball courts and a climbing wall too. But the
panoramic vista of Victoria Harbour from the decks took my breath away - even more spectacular than our
view from the old campus.

Special permission allowed us to say a thanksgiving prayer, and to belt out the school song in Silcocks Hall,
bringing waves of laughter at our lack of pitch. We also discovered that a cherished relic of our childhood
remained - the quaint kindergarten cottage where many of us first met was being restored as a school history
room.

Get ready for the class to begin In the library with students

Reunion Dinner

The reunion dinner was joined by more returning alumni. Over a banquet of specialties like baked stuffed
fresh crab shell and herbal conch soup, we bonded through trips down memory lane. Quizzes on vice
principals' names and guessing beloved teachers from hints sparked giggles and clapping.

As prizes like souvenirs from Guizhou were drawn, the years melted away. Recalling rowdy games of softball
or whispers passed in class transported us back to carefree school days. Returning to where our journey began
reinforced the strong connection lingering even after half a century. | could only thank Ying Wa for the
friendships and encourage everyone to rediscover the old spirit in our reinvented alma mater.



Fascinating Timeline Wall The Planning Committee is presented with preserved bouquets and
thank-you cards at the Reunion Dinner.
From left: Cheung Yuk Chun Jane, MAK Wai Lim Rosanna, SO Ka Wah
Karen, LAM Wai Hing and TAM Sin Ping Veronica.

My Trip for the Class Reunion of 1968
Mae Chew Tak-may Sung (1968)

| left for college to the States in 1970. Even though | have been back to Hong Kong a few times, | only met
with a few of my classmates. It was a long-awaited trip, as | missed the 50th class reunion because of illness,

then followed by the pandemic.

With great excitement, my husband and | took the 23 hours long flight from Washington D C to Hong Kong.

Reunion Mainland trip
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Two days later, we joined our group of classmates, embarked the high-speed train from Kowloon to Guizhou,
the destination of our reunion trip. During the six days trip, we visited many scenic areas, had many delicious
meals, rode the tour bus, stayed at top notch hotels, and climbed many steps. | had some trouble walking and
| was planning to buy a walking stick as an aid and souvenir. So we stopped at a local store. In the end, 12 of
us bought walking sticks and we had fun posing pictures as ‘the walking stick club’, under the supervision of
our film director!

We reconnected with each other, caught up with our life events, reminisced those high school days and
laughed together a lot. The six days tour went by fast.
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The walking stick club

Back to School

Class of 1968 in session



Two days later, we toured the new Ying Wa campus, with the principal and vice principal as our guides. The
modern, beautiful, great design of the school was breathtaking. We had photos with some of the students in
the new library. We sat in a classroom with the preserved wooden desks from our era, another walk down
the memory lane. Then we visited Silcocks Hall, where we had morning assembly before school started. Even
though | didn’t like it then, those times set the foundation of my belief. We sang the school song and had
prayer together.

More ...

Then we went to dinner to celebrate the class reunion, joined by some who didn’t go to the Mainland trip. |
met a few more classmates whom | haven’t seen since graduation. It was a very festive, fun and memorable
event, thanks to the planning committee members who worked very hard to make this reunion possible.

Another highlight of my trip was taking the star ferry, the means of transportation for me to cross the harbor
to Ying Wa each day (there were no cross harbor tunnels back then!).

The warm memories of this trip will remain with me, and | hope that we will have another trip soon. As the
school song lyric says - even though physically we are very far apart, yet may our hearts be always rooted in
Ying Wa. Amen.



