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It is with deep sadness that we remember Ms Winnie Yau Ping Wai (GfZE4E=2T) (’59), who

peacefully passed away on 27 December 2024. Born on 26 April 1941, Ms Yau entered Ying
Wa Girls” School in September 1953 at Primary 6 and completed Form 7 in 1961. After two



years of teacher training at Northcote Training College, she began her teaching career at Ying
Wa, where she dedicated herself to education until her early retirement in 1996. Following

her retirement, she emigrated to Canada, where she continued to embrace life fully.

Ms Yau was more than a teacher; she was a cherished mentor, advisor and friend to countless
students. Her passion for Mathematics was matched only by her love for her students. Her

classroom was a place of encouragement, laughter and growth.

Beyond academics, Ms Yau was actively involved in various school organizations, including the
Christian Fellowship, Student Council and Inter-house Committee. She inspired students to
embrace their potential and cultivate their leadership skills, emphasizing the importance of

community and service.

After emigrating to Canada, Ms Yau continued to live life to the fullest, engaging in line-
dancing and maintaining her vibrant spirit. Her joyful nature and unwavering faith touched
everyone around her, leaving a lasting impact on the lives she encountered. She was also a
key figure in establishing and running the Alumnae Association Chapter in Toronto, fostering

connections among graduates and promoting a sense of community.

The funeral service for Ms Yau was held on 31 December 2024, at the Chapel Ridge Funeral
Home, where family, friends and former students gathered to celebrate her remarkable life.
Attendees reflected on the joy and wisdom she brought into their lives, sharing heartfelt
memories and bittersweet laughter. A memorial website

(https://www.forevermissed.com/winnie-cheung-yau/about) was also created for paying

tributes.

Ms Yau’s legacy as a cherished educator and her unwavering faith will continue to resonate
within the Ying Wa community. Her involvement in the Alumnae Association Toronto
Chapter fostered lasting connections among graduates, ensuring her spirit of camaraderie

thrives.

As we honor her memory, let’s carry forward her dedication to education, community, and

service. The Ying Wa family will forever cherish the impact Ms Yau had on our lives.


https://www.forevermissed.com/winnie-cheung-yau/about

Ms Yau to Many, Mom to Me
In Remembrance of Ms Yau Ping Wai, Winnie
Amy (Cheung) Greger ('86)

As the youngest of three siblings and the only daughter, | had the privilege of attending Ying
Wa Girls' School (YWGS), where my mom, Winnie Yau, was known as "Y" or Ms Yau. My dad,
Wilson Cheung, was a dedicated social worker. Both of my parents devoted their lives to
helping others and nurturing the next generation, leaving a lasting impact on their

communities.

Mom studied at YWGS, returned as a teacher, and supported it after retirement. YWGS was

truly my mom’s life.

Attending secondary school where my mom taught had its challenges. | was often referred
to as "Ms Yau’s daughter" by both students and teachers. Mom always knew if | got in trouble!
Nevertheless, | cherished my time at Ying Wa and made lifelong friends. | also fondly
remember lunch visits with my grandma, sometimes bringing dishes from Home Economics

class.

It wasn't until my mom’s funeral that | truly grasped her influence on my life. As | listened to
tributes from her former colleagues, friends, and students, | realized how much she shaped
me. Her passion for helping others and building communities was something | inherited. |
dedicate time to volunteering for causes | support and working to build communities. My
work ethic and commitment to service are values instilled by my parents, and | am proud to

carry on their legacies.

| was fortunate to be blessed with parents who were remarkable individuals who dedicated
their lives to making the world better. Their legacy lives on in the countless lives they touched.

| am forever grateful for their guidance and the profound impact they had on my life.

To honor Mom's legacy at YWGS, a memorial scholarship has been established. Please

consider donating via this link to support "The Ms Yau Ping Wai Memorial Scholarship."


https://www.ywgs.edu.hk/donation-possibilities
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In Loving Memory of Mrs Cheung Yau Ping Wai, Winnie
Chau Ma Pui Kin Katherine (’55)

When | rejoined Ying Wa in 1972 to serve as Principal, | met a young teacher who greeted me
with a broad, cheerful smile. Her warm and friendly gestures soon dispelled my nervous
uncertainty of settling in a totally new working environment. That was my first impression of

Winnie.

Over the years, we worked closely as colleagues as well as friends. She was always
resourceful and quick to find solutions to all kinds of problems, a great support to me as |

gradually acquired experiences in dealing with administrative matters.

My sudden attack of Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA) in 1986 left me almost completely paralysed
for two weeks. Many teachers immediately came to help by organising a committee to look
after the daily running of the school, some offered medical advice, some rendered personal
service. Winnie was one of those who took me to physiotherapy sessions. She even bought

me clothing for RA patients. | was deeply touched by her thoughtfulness.

Winnie served Ying Wa with total dedication as a teacher and alumna. She was an efficient
organiser/coordinator of Toronto Alumnae Association functions. Her annual visit to Hong
Kong to attend Ying Wa’s Founder’s Day service was a sound evidence of being “ & 75, B
She made use of any available chances to raise funds for her alma mater, e.g. by donating all

her 70th birthday monetary gifts to Ying Wa’s Redevelopment Fund.

Her unfaltering faith in God was an inspiration to her students and friends. She played an
active role in her church and 105 Gibson Centre in Toronto, and was most eager to raise funds

for them whenever possible.

When | visited Winnie and her husband at their home in January 2023, both of them seemed
to be in reasonably good health. It was shocking to know that her heart ailment turned out
to be leukemia in November that year, and Wilson’s sudden demise in January the following
year was another sad blow. Winnie’s courage and ready acceptance of these “disasters” were

truly admirable.

Winnie’s passing is a sad loss to us, yet we give thanks to God for her life and works, and her
loving generosity to her family and friends.  She will always be fondly remembered.
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Ms Yau (top row, 3" from the left) with Ying Wa colleagues in 1990



Ms Yau’s 70" birthday Thanksgiving party, with husband, granddaughter and Ying Wa
colleagues

Ms Yau and Mrs Chau



Thank you, Ms Yau
Chow Siu Fung ('82)

| am writing this message to honor the profound impact you have had on my life.  You taught
me Religious Education during my time in S1, and | will always remember the Bible game where
we learned to locate verses. Your reaction when some of us considered giving up was a
pivotal moment for me; you expressed your anger and disappointment, teaching us the
importance of respecting the Bible — something | carried with me long before | embraced

Christianity.

Years later, in the 1990s, | returned to teach at Ying Wa, and had the privilege of re-establishing
our acquaintance before your retirement to Canada. Your cheerful smile and boundless

energy, always complemented by new and creative ideas, left a lasting impression on me.

Even after your retirement, you kept the school close to your heart. During times of crisis,
you were among the first to reach out, offering support and encouragement.  Your
understanding and trust in us provided the strength and resilience needed to face challenges

and painful moments.

| fondly remember visiting you in the summer of 2023, when your health started to decline.
It was a wonderful afternoon spent chatting before the alumnae gathering. Through our
conversation, | learned about your and Mr. Cheung's deep devotion to church and your
commitment to educating the younger generation. | cannot forget your gratitude and
steadfast faith, even in the face of uncertainty regarding your health. Your hopefulness, even
after Mr. Cheung's passing a few months earlier, reflected a strength anchored in God. You

have truly been a living example of Christ’s love.

Thank you for being an extraordinary teacher, a mentor and an advisor. Your influence has

shaped my journey in ways | will forever cherish.
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Visiting Ms Yau and Mr Cheung in August 2023
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Our Hidden Talents
Che Kwai Ying, Kristine (EE4E3£) ('70)

| have known Ms Yau for over half a century. Our first encounter was in 1967 when Ms Yau
became my F3 class mistress. Over the years, | immigrated to Toronto, and so did Ms Yau.
We met regularly at our Alumnae Association (AA) annul dinners. She played a pivotal role
in connecting us with our alma mater in Hong Kong. Her signature smile closed the gaps,

both age-wise and status-wise, among all of us.
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COVID-19

It was in 2021 when COVID-19 was in full gear and people all over the world were homebound
that Ms Yau invited us (Class of 1970) to form a committee for YWGSAA (Toronto). She
wanted to initiate a Zoom meeting in February to bring our alumnae together to support each
other during this time of utter uncertainty. She would invite a doctor, a former YW student,
to speak on mental health. Realizing the importance of physical wellness during the
lockdown, she would demonstrate exercises that we could do at home. Zoom was a novelty

at the time, and we were just relieved when the meeting successfully finished.
80" birthday celebration on April 30, 2021

Soon after, Ms Yau let us, the committee, know that her 80t birthday was coming up in April.
She had this ritual of celebrating her significant birthdays when she turned 50, 60 and 70.
She would like a Zoom meeting with her family and friends to celebrate her 80t birthday.

Easy job, we readily nodded, not knowing what we would be getting into.©

We thought it would just be another Zoom meeting: setting up the link and password. After
a couple of meetings, we started to realize the magnitude and complexity of work involved.

We were literally in a boot camp, busily attending crash courses on Zoom technology.

W s0lk Wy/

“Anyone who stops learning is old,
whether at twenty or eighty.
Anyone who keeps learning stays
young. The greatest thing in life is

to keep your mind young.”
- Henry Ford

Opening page of the Zoom birthday party
Lofty Goals

There would be 10 groups of attendees: the Yau family, the Cheung family, friends from school,

colleagues from teaching, friends from Hop Yat Church......

12



She divided her life into 4 phases: childhood, student, teacher, and retirement. She wanted
to have a photo album set up reflecting these phases with her narrating on the side. When
she showed us her picture albums, we were bewildered: hundreds of hardcopy pictures.
After many rounds of meetings, she agreed to reduce the number of pictures to a manageable

size and these pictures were scanned and arranged accordingly.

& Miss Yau /\ 128 2021
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Class of 70
Ying Wa Girls’ School [gigl. I “

There would be video clips: her granddaughters playing a piano recital, her son and daughter-

in-law singing a duet, her friends and colleagues saying a few words....

There would be live interviews with Mr Wilson Cheung (Ms Yau’s husband), Ms Barr in

Shanghai, and Rev CC Lee in Hong Kong...

Ms Yau and Rev Lee had the same birthdays. Therefore, both Ms Yau and Rev Lee would like

to be in the spotlight, celebrating their birthdays live on screen.

Ms Yau would like to meet all guests and have a picture taken with each group at the end of
the meeting. One of us would escort her from one breakout room to the next to do

PrintScreen.

We were overwhelmed by the number of ‘fans’ who wanted to JUST say a few words. In the

end, we had to put in a time limit; otherwise, the meeting would never end.©
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TV interview on

AS/V B in 2019

Ms Yau narrating on her retirement life
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Mr Wilson Cheung speaking about their 50+ years of marriage
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Rev CC Lee and Ms Yau sharing a split screen to celebrate their birthdays
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Tight schedule and lack of technical skills

As you can see, the four of us (the AA committee) were all turning 70. Modern technology
was not our forte. While we felt challenged, we were determined to help Ms Yau continue

her landmark birthday celebration ritual.

We were fortunate to collaborate with her church and the 105 Gibson Centre. The virtual
birthday party took place on April 30, 2021, successfully, with an attendance of more than 200.

We would like to thank them wholeheartedly for their unwavering support and help!
The meeting, originally scheduled for 2 hours, lasted for 3.5 hours.
Afterthought

In retrospect, this ‘production” was phenomenal, but we did it. We are just glad that we had
this opportunity to work closely with Ms Yau. Witnessing first-hand her relentless learning
has greatly inspired us. To say that she was resourceful was an understatement. No doubt,
she was a leader in the true sense of the word. She knew exactly what she wanted, and was

way ahead of her time and peers.

Ms Yau, you have a special place in our hearts. We thank you for the opportunity of knowing

you and working closely with you. We will miss you. RIP.

Hello, Miss Yau
Elizabeth Yip ('71)

Getting to know you

My name is Elizabeth Yip (Liza) (Z££2%%), but you always called me Eliza. | first met you in
1967 at the morning assembly in the gym of the YW old campus on Bonham Road when | was
a new student of Form Il. | was not your student during my high school years, but your warm

and friendly smile left a mark in my heart.

After emigrating to Toronto, Canada, we often met at the Alumnae Association Annual Dinner
gathering. You, a dedicated mentor, and an advisor of the Toronto Chapter of the Alumnae
Association, were popular. | really got to know you better and better when Caroline Kwok

Fei Ying ('68), Irene Hui Yuen Yin ('71) and | visited you at the Shepherd Terrace Senior

15



Residence on January 1, 2024. We spent a joyful afternoon together, laughing, chatting, and
reminisced about our good old days at Ying Wa. Later on, you moved into assisted senior
living at Amica in Unionville, which was just a 10-minute walk from my home. Since then, |

had the opportunity to visit you frequently.

Mother-Daughter

The time we spent together was cozy and genuine, feeling like we were mother and daughter.
You would work on your phone, while | prepared health drinks and fruits for you.  Your many
friends and students brought you lots of healthy and nutritious food and snacks, so you never
ran out of them. | also accompanied you to your appointments with a herbalist doctor in
Scarborough, until you decided not to continue. Did you remember the first time we
decocted Chinese medicine in your bathroom? The pot we used was not large enough, so
when the herbs and water were boiling, they spilled over and made a mess. From then
onwards, | would prepare the medicine at home with a stockpot, and bring it over to you.
Even when your health started to deteriorate, and you were losing your appetite, you still
tried your best to finish the food prepared for you. | really admire your virtue of not wasting
food.

Class of 1971’s Reunion at Amica

You were super excited when we, Class of '71, arranged a gathering for our reunion at Amica’s
function room on July 24. As usual, you were dressed smartly in colour coordinated white
T-shirt with a light blue jacket. You also had your hair styled at the in-house salon. We
spent a joyous afternoon together. There was a total of 19 participants at this event,

including you, Miss Lily Chow, and local and overseas alumnae from the 1960s joining us.
Till we meet again

| last visited you in the morning of December 24, but unfortunately, you were asleep. | did
not want to disturb you and left shortly. | planned to visit you again on December 27.
However, when | switched on my phone that morning, | saw the sad news that you had just
passed away. | was sad at first, but then | knew where you had gone and you would be

enjoying your new life with your Lord.

| told you once that you were God’s reply to my prayer as | was uncertain about my future
before my retirement in March 2024 — my new assignment is you. Miss Yau, a temporary
farewell to you until we meet again in the Lord’s home. | am honoured to have this
opportunity to accompany you throughout 2024.
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Ms Lily Chow visiting Ms Yau with a DIY
birthday card

r

From left: Wendy Poon (’76), Elizabeth Yip
(‘71), Ms Yau and Livia Lo (’75)
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Caroline Kwok Fei Ying (’68) bringing YW
gifts for Ms Yau

17



7k B S Ms Yau
BB (77)

Ms Yau 2 ZRVPE TAERIEEREA > + = - TpeivE o RERGEER  NAEER R
R AN - IRE S N BRSSO -

WIE G SR GRS > FI Ms Yau BEBIIMES 22T > 88 MIRATE ] » KiE Go
GoGo ° FJiE ~ ' - line dance MIFLFEAJHE-S4hry HIERES Mk - 1RITE: > B
K> ZRLR -

RGNS > Ms Yau TR SAY KB RAR ~ FEtieaul > IREAFET SRS A 2
R G B L HEEN T -

B R FHE S > TR RETR > FIEEHN Ms Yau BYAPREEE - i s RS 1A
M WERE - IRER > FEETEINYIMERZ T Ms Yau BRI - IFEE] % ff
ZENFREHIRE « AHIROR > i adas - BN SN ik s i ERE IR
M e

£ Ms Yau BT SERIEERR I > BAPTHIRCE GIIGERE - B8+ 8l s
i fE 51 - S AEEAFIHEH -

£ MsYau & | > FMTEEIEIESRSRERGK Y T 520 HEE - L8520k, dfE@Ex
TR o ARESELEE - ARREH A RERL . RHE AR SEEEREL

HAE Ms Yau HISURIERFEE - BEATMMTA N (HEZHEEFOE AR - £
Ying Wa girls /037 @ Ms Yau 7k 785 Ms Yau » H{irfEa] 2L o

Forever in Our Heart, Ms Yau!
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The Staff — December 1964.

1964 #F 12 FHIEZHTESIE - Miss Silcocks (55—7T #77v) ~ Miss Jenkins (5—77 7=
) > MsYau (FZ7T GV

20



Ms Yau FIRK N BERHHATE 60 HERTLIRIEDL 90 w4 H

DON'T COUNT
THE DAYS. -+

~A .
o MKE THE DS

Ms Yau 72255 HEC T3 5 (EFH s IE]

21




