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Three's Compa ny having to write essay every week
which was and still is tradition of
On that Friday morning, my husband chauffeured me the University of Oxford.

UNIVE F

from home at Reading to Meopham. It was about a two OXFORD
hours’ drive. We met Winnie at the train station and ~ Sweet Tooth

arrived at Miss Jenkins’ home just before noon. Miss
Jenkins welcomed us into the lounge. We figured
out an easy way for Miss Jenkins to remember who
is who, "WW" sitting by the window was Winnie. |
informed her there are a few other students living
in the UK. We talked freely from flowers in her back
garden, the Ying Wa school redevelopment project
and that we outlive the old school building at
Robinson Road which was completed in the sixties
..... to travelling and the Agawa Canyon train tour
in Ontario for watching the fantastic fall colour of

The food was nice, parsnip soup with
honey was full of flavour and chicken was
tender. For dessert, we decided to go for
ice cream which Miss Jenkins enjoyed the
most. She picked strawberry flavour. It
was locally made, very tasty and creamy,
and one of the best | have ever had.

Miss Jenkins felt sleepy when returned to
her home and so was | after food. We took
photos, hugged and prepared to leave.
maples leaves ....... She waved goodbye at the door with a
warm smile. I look forward to another visit.

Heading to the pub

When our stomach reminded us it was lunch fandligentine A gElElze)

time, Miss Jenkins got her cane, double
checked she had her glasses and door key in Note from
her handbag, and off we left for lunch. We Yung Wing Yin, Winnie (‘'71):
had an easy time driving to the pub with Miss
Jenkins as our Sat-Nav (Satellite Navigation).
her visit to Miss Jenkins in May She gave clear and timely direction for

2017, 1 too had an urge to go to signal, turns.... and parking. Miss Jenkins she loves ice-cream so much, even more
than her lunch! Whoever goes to

After reading Winnie's story on

After visiting Miss Jenkins twice
in a few months, | have noticed that

see her. Winnie got consent from was nursing a bad knee. She leaned on me o )

Miss Jenkins for another visit on a little and we walked side by side into the visit her next tlr:neAshouId remember to
et her ice-cream.

October 20 and we went together. | pub. J

am sure many of you wish you were It was very relaxing in the pub. We Editor's note:

there with us, so let me walk you ordered set lunch and sandwich, and Winnie visited Miss Jenkins in May 2017.

through the time we spent with our then talked of Miss Jenkins' university Please read http://www.ywgsaa.org.

beloved Headmistress. life at Oxford. She would never forget hk/eng/news/document/overseas_

newsletter/OAN_1709.pdf
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1967
REUNION

1967’s
REUNIO) yWGS Class of
v’ 50™ Post-gl‘aduatlon Anniversary

The date November 30, 2017 has been highlighted on my personal day planner for more than a year now. It marks “YWGS Class
of 1967's 50th Post-graduation Anniversary”. It is almost unimaginable that 50 years have come and gone since we graduated
from Ying Wa. | still remember vividly during a casual gathering in Form 3 when Maureen Chung and Esther Tam, the two
inseparable buddies, suggested that we should have a class reunion in 30 years. Most of us just laughed it off thinking it was an
idea too farfetched. But lo and behold here we are 50 years later, attending our 50th post-graduation anniversary celebration!

Reunion Lunch

Thanks go to our dedicated organizing committee, namely: Luk Ming, Fok Oi Ying, Yeung May Wah, Hui Wai Hing and Chan
Ping Kuen, who had spent endless hours for over a year preparing and organizing all the reunion activities that spanned 7
days. First and foremost was the Reunion Lunch held at the Chinese Recreation Club. We are honored to have dlstlngmshed

guests: past Principal Mrs. Ruth Lee, current Principal Mr. Kwan Hon Cheung and past teacher Ms. Lee Chi Tuen (E&iH
among us to share this happy occasion.

On this exciting day of the reunion | arrived early so as to enjoy every minute meeting up with all my YW sisters, some of
whom | have not met since graduation in 1967. As | entered the banquet hall, | was impressed by the simple yet elegant
decorations---the eye catching golden balloon and the beautiful floral centerpiece on each table. In particular, | was
captivated by the colorful name tags that were neatly displayed on the reception desk. As | was scanning the names
on each individual card, a quick flash back to those youthful faces crossed my mind. A sudden sense of warmth and
unexpected joy filled me up at that very moment, knowing | was about to see them all in person very soon! Then one
by one, they arrived. The room was instantly filled with the hustle and bustle of laughter, greetings, and “catching up”
conversation pieces reminiscent of recess time on YW playground. Looking across the room there were old classmates

snapping pictures at every corner. The reunion program was then officially started by singing our school hymn. Classmate
Li Sau Ying also led us in prayer to give thanks to God for His

blessing throughout these years and for this long anticipated
reunion. Apart from the group photos, the 5A girls also took
a photo with Daisy Fung modeling “behind” our blue YW
uniform. It was an afternoon of blissful joy and happiness,

sharing and rekindling of old friendship that started some 50

Graduation Celebration
odd years ago!

“WCS Class 1967
One Whole Week of Fun | B = ' '

For the rest of the week, our thoughtful organizing
committee had arranged tons of activities: New Territories
sightseeing tour, visiting Mrs. So’s Kitchen, Lamma Island
hiking, Sunday worship at Hop Yat Church and Heritage
Walk in Central. The grand finale was a 3 days tour of Punyu
and Guangzhou, with excellent hotel accommodations

and numerous authentic, exquisite local tasting dishes at

Posing with old school uniform
various restaurants.

| have attended all these activities and enjoyed every single one of them thoroughly! Not only did we have a
chance of visiting various interesting historic sites and places of interest, most important of all, we had a lot of time
to be together sharing, laughing, joking and reminiscing the good old days in Ying Wal

Until 2019

It was surely difficult to say goodbye at the end of the 7 days. But deep in our hearts we all know we will be
meeting again soon in 2019 at the opening ceremony of our brand new YWGS campus on Robinson Road!

Poon Siu Ming ('67)
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The class of ‘75 got together in Hong Kong on

8 November 2017 to celebrate the beginning

of our golden years because we all turned 60
this year. We called it 758 %, The Landing
Party. Fun and laughter filled the party as well
as non-stop chatting. Each girl took home a set
of cookies with the school name as well as lots of
fond memories. We look forward to seeing each
other again at the grand opening of Ying Wa's new
school campus scheduled for March 2019. We
hope to have even more classmates from overseas
joining this milestone celebration of our school.

Li Suk Han ('75)
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Iconic Young Teacher in White Gloves

Fresh from the university, Ms Alice Tong taught Geography in Ying Wa. She
deftly drew impeccable maps on the blackboard free hand. What’s even more

mesmerizing, she always protected her beautiful hands with a pair of white
gloves. When approached by the Newsletter Team recently, Ms Tong very
kindly shares with us some news about her retirement below.

| started teaching in Ying Wa in September 1960 after | obtained my BA (Hons) in 1959
and my Diploma in Education in 1960 from the University of Hong Kong. | taught mainly
Geography but | also taught a bit of History too. | resigned from Ying Wa at the end of
February 1971 to pursue my second career in Town Planning in the Government. In my
10 years of teaching life in Ying Wa, | made good friends with some of my colleagues and
students who are still my lifelong friends even though | left Ying Wa so many years ago.

| joined the Public Works Department of the Hong Kong Government as an Assistant
Planning Officer in March 1971. After working for 3 years, | was awarded a Government
Training Scholarship to study Town Planning in the United Kingdom. | completed my
2-year MPhil Degree Course in Town Planning at the University College London in 1976,
and was elected a member of the Royal Town Planning Institute in 1977. | continued to
work in the Town Planning Department until | had my early retirement in January 1994.

| emigrated to Canada in February 1994. Since then, | have been living aullazy and laid-
back life in Woodbridge, Ontario. Both my husband and | enjoy travelling and going on
cruises. Partly due to our advanced age and partly due to the recent world situation, we
now travel less than before. But, | still stay active by going dancing several times a week.
I love ballroom, Latin and line dances. | enjoy watching TV very much especially news,
travel and music programmes. | send my best wishes to you all.

Alice Tong
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NORTH
CALIFORNIA

Before the end of 2017, 13 ladies from classes
of 60s to 90s, had a cozy gathering at a festive
restaurant. We had fun re-connecting with old
friends, made new ones, shared fond YW memories,
and exchanged wisdom on a variety of topics. Many
won prizes at the lucky draw!

Another piece of news to share with you - In
response to the appeal from One Warm Coat
(https://www.onewarmcoat.org), we collected six
coats for this national non-profit organization that
works to provide a free, warm coat to any person in
need.

Please plan to join us next time - mark your calendar
for our Founder's Day gathering on March 17, 2018.
Look out for further details on our Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/groups/YWGSAASF/).

Gloria Lee ('88)

SOUTH
CALIFORNIA

® [T o5 A rlem

Lunch Gathering on

28 October 2017

h

& S We met at our usual place East Gourmet
vt..y:_( _— Seafood Restaurant in Rosemead. We had

) - 13 attendees with Hebe Chow being sick

b F and was not able to come at the last minute.
group photo Emme Li (‘65) and her husband, Eric Li
brought their home-grown persimmons from their backyard and

\

shared with us. They were big and sweet, and they brought enough for each person to
get 4. They were very thoughtful and even brought enough bags for us to carry the fruit home.
Wing Tsang ('62) and her husband, Anthony brought some nuts to share so we somewhat
celebrate Thanksgiving in advance.

The highlight of our meeting was watching the greeting video from Mr. Francis Kwan and Ms. Siu
Fung Chow (Principal and Vice Principal of YWGS)(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxNc0-
2sr_U). We were most excited to learn the latest news of Ying Wa and look forward to seeing our
new school building finished by the end of 2018!

Wing Yee Chan Tsang ('62)
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A Yum Cha gathering
was held on 6 January 2018 (Saturday)
with 20 alumnae joining the event at the
Greenwood Chinese Restaurant (22815t
7B2K) in North Sydney. Old and new
acquaintances greeted friendlily and chatted

happily. We treasured our friendship,
enjoyed the delicious food as well as the
precious time of meeting up.

Wong Ka Po ('72)
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Cruising Wineglass and
Oyster Bay
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Miss Chu Yuen Wan,
past PE teacher (fifth
from right), now living
in Sydney, met her
students from class
of 1975 for dinner on
13 December 2017 in
Hong Kong during a
recent visit
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: \ useum, London, October
2014, In Pursuit of the Drea?ﬁ%m the Kunqu opera, The
Peony Pavilion
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LS

Credit: Jessica Hall

Kathy as the maid, Chunxiang, and her British pupil,
Thomas Stell, as the lady Du Liniang, at the opening of a
Chinese international media company in London, September
2016, in The Stroll in the Garden, from the Kunqu opera, The
Peony Pavilion
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Credit: Jiawei Li

 Fond Memories of
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1964 HK Schools M_lE]SiC Festival Drama Open
Section, Solo-Acting winner, from 'The Rivals'

1964 F BB B LA AR B ETE

I have many happy and grateful memories of Ying Wa to share with you, most
of which only exist for you in old photographs. The impressive marble and dark
wood central staircase of the old redbrick school building (completed in 1927)
leading up to the staffroom and to Miss Silcocks’ office always made me feel that
being there meant ‘serious business; and that | should be on my best behaviour
and do well! There was inspiration, just from the building and the ethos around it!

My favourite haunts

My fondest areas were the stage, the stage curtains, the wings and the Sixth
Form classroom tucked behind. Those were places where dreams were made,
all to feed my love of creativity, language, self-extension and expression. The
teachers who had most inspired my love of literature and drama were Miss
Margaret Pilkington and Miss Valerie Hepple, who were my English Language
and Literature teachers. | learnt the richness of the sound and words of the
English Language through them. | also remember the various science rooms
in the then new building (D Block, completed in 1953) as exciting places at
lunchtime. That was because we had student meetings there, where we first
put to test any ideas, administrative and management skills in our student
committees. | was the one who gave the name, ‘The Clarion] to our student
newspaper. | was deeply involved in the Programme Committee, and had a
finger or more in many stage productions. Little would | dream that | was going
to put this love to further test and to bloom in London as a practitioner, teacher,
performer and promoter of Peking Opera and Kunqu Opera more than thirty
years after graduation.

Creative watershed in mid-life

1997 was a productive watershed in my life. | settled in London with my family
as my children were in UK universities. | have always viewed my work as a
mother as the most important achievement of my life. The unexpected bonus to
this re-location was that | made myself learn more about my ‘roots. My written
Chinese and spoken Mandarin improved vastly. | qualified and freelanced as
a Mandarin interpreter in the courts for ten years. | was Managing Editor and
presenter of a Chinese cultural programme in English in a Chinese TV channel
in London. | also founded the London Jing Kun Opera Association (f§Z{ =R &
& %t) (http://www.londonjingkunopera.co.uk) and managed it pro bono for
twelve years, during which my group of like-minded amateurs and professionals
performed and gave workshops all over the UK, and even in Europe. | got public
financial support twice to hone my Kunqu skills in China under two well-known
actors. Now, | am still teaching opera in short courses and privately. | call this my
4th career, and | continue to improve alongside my opera pupils who come from
all walks of life, including native British and overseas Chinese students.

Onwards and upwards, Ying Wa!

My life in Ying Wa seemed to have prepared me well for a life of challenges and
work enjoyment. THANK YOU, YING WA! May the new school campus be the
preparation grounds for many more creative visions!

LEE Wai Hing (2= 28)(Mrs Kathy Hall) ('63)

Editor’s note: Kathy has been very active in promoting Peking Opera in the UK. Please see interviews by the BBC at

http://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/trad/413660844# and http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-14401652



http://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/trad/41366084#
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-14401652

GERMANY

From Hong Kong
to Germany

L G an]

Still at the stage of a fetus, your parents already needed
to look for a hospital, which was not yet overbooked;

As a school kid, you learn to realize studying hard and
getting excellent grades are the two most essential
elements for the next phase in your life;

As a fresh graduate, everyone gets trapped into a never-
ending and exhausting routine called work;

A few years later, your goal is now to settle down and
own a house (pardon me, dreaming too big, let’s go
for an apartment first) but housing is just impossibly
unaffordable;

Looking out of the window but seeing polluted air and
smelling manipulated politics; Squeezing through crowds
in the city but feeling coldness among people...

Organ in the Ludwigsburg Castle, Germany

My decision

| graduated from Ying Wa in 2012, as one of the first batch
of Diploma of Secondary Education students. | then started
studying European Studies at the Hong Kong Baptist University,
and left for a degree in music in Germany in April 2013. |
chose to pursue something | am passionate about. | am often
considered one of the luckier ones who left Hong Kong early
enough and got rid of all sorts of stress other Hongkongers face
daily.

Struggles in Germany

| remembered how jealous | was of my schoolmates, who had

the chance to go to school elsewhere like America, Canada and
Australia. All those movie scenes of bright smiles praising how
much fun they have in school and what an appealing social life
they are luxuriating in flashed through my small, naive mind. |
started out optimistic and thought my life would be amazing
because | was now like the others and | was going to live alone.
| was also very excited to be back to where | was born and lived
until | was four. Soon enough, reality hit me hard and threw
all the responsibilities and challenges at me. | was 19 at that
time and had to start taking control of my life without help
from the others. | needed to look for accommodation, open a
bank account and take care of finances, find a part-time job to
support my living, deal with homesick and craving for Hong
Kong food. | had to study extra hard for music theory, music
history and some other music-related general subjects because
| was not well trained in them. | was forced to realize how awful
| was in theory after failing twice. | felt terribly naked, exposed
and dreadfully hopeless at that time. | also came to recognize
how much ahead some other students were, and it looked
like I was never going to achieve anything similar to what they
have already accomplished. | asked myself constantly why |
chose Music over European Studies, in which | was one of the
top students - | did not seem to have made the right decision. |
questioned, | complained, | have had many tears and sorrows.

Getting adjusted

Almost every time | talk to my friends in Hong Kong, | hear them
moan about how "this city is dying" and desperately want to
escape. "Germany is wonderful, with an open-hearted and
accepting government and marvelous education system!" It
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might look fairly attractive on the paper. However, how does
it feel to be a foreigner in Germany indeed? | encounter
numerous folks from Hong Kong or Asia who generally find
it tough to adjust to here because of how stubborn and
inflexible Germans sometimes can be, how contrastingly
simple and boring life is, how slow everything goes.
Personally, | find these aspects to be rather insignificant.
Although I have already spent several years living in Germany
attending kindergarten and year 9, | still get racist comments
every now and then. | still sometimes struggle with
expressing my opinion precisely and accurately in German,
and especially during the first few months after moving here.
I did not feel like belonging here but an outsider because |
did not share the same humour as my friends, so | just faked
laughter and pretended to have understood the very same
joke everyone burst out laughing after hearing.

Stuttgart, Germany in late summer/early autumn 2017

Postscript

Me at the Rieger organ at the StateW'and Performing

Arts Stuttgart, Germanys=====""73¢

What I have learnt......

Years went by, | stayed focused and concentrated on
improving on my weaker subjects and practicing hard. |
finished my bachelor’s degree in February 2017 and am now
doing my master’s. In the meantime, | became a stronger
and more independent person, and also integrated well into
the German society that | do not feel like an embarrassing
alien but a confident and proud person with international
background. | learnt from my experience that one should not
simply go for the easy way out, but a path he would not regret
taking despite all the difficulties. It is always less complicated
to run away from problems at the present than solving them,
but there is new problems awaiting you at any point you
choose to go to.

Leaving your hometown is easier said than done. It is not
merely a new language you have to acquire but also a new
culture you have to understand, adjust to and integrate into
to feel entirely comfortable with. It is also the home, family
and friends you are leaving behind. As | grow older, | feel
more attached to my family and | am more saddened every
time | have to say goodbye to them. At the end of the day,
one carries the responsibilities of choosing which path he
should go, but one should never choose a seemingly easy
path because there is no easy path at all. There will always be
obstacles coming into play somewhere.

Life in Hong Kong might appear burdensome to you right
now. There is this big environment you have no impact on and
no hopeful future you can foresee. Nonetheless, there is one
thing you have a say in - your attitude. You can start making
a little change in your outlook. You could be pessimistic and
choose to only see the rough side of it, but you also have
the freedom and choice to be positive and try to look for the
pleasant side of it. The whole picture would instantly alter.

Lilien Joan KWOK ('12)

It is a huge honour for me to have been invited to write for the Ying Wa alumnae newsletter by my former principal, Mrs Lee. We had a chance
to meet up for a short lunch in Basel, Switzerland in the summer of 2017 and had a pleasant conversation. When | was younger and still in
secondary school, | felt a little scared every time Mrs Lee passed by because first of all, obviously, she was really tall; and second, she was the
very figure representing highest authority in school. But now that | have also grown pretty tall throughout the years, | did not feel the distance
between us as much. | am glad we got to talk about so many different things friendlily and | am impressed by how she still remembers so many
of her former students. | am lucky enough to be introduced to Sonja Chan, one of the members of the Editorial Board through e-mail and would
like to take this chance to show my gratitude to be able to do something for my alma mater in return.
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